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A  LITTLE  ABOUT  TIE  WEATHER 


For  once,  the  weather~at  least  in  the  western  range  country — 
seems  to  he  pretty  generally  satisfactory.  Rains  and  improved  forage 
conditions  have  been  reported  in  every  region.  Quoting  from  Utah's 
September  reports 

"Heavy  rains  throughout  the  region  during  September  filled  or 
partly  filled  practically  every  reservoir  constructed  to  date  by  all 
camps.  Not  one  reservoir  was  lost  during  recent  storms  although  in 

many  cases  the  spillways  were  taxed  to  full  capacity .  Plans  are 

being  made  by  district  graziers  to  have  pumping  crews  at  all  trail 
wells  to  insure  sufficient  water  for  trailing  livestock  which  will 
start  during  October." 

Oregon  says  that  "the  feed  on  the  desert  range  was  never  better 
than  it  is  at  present.  The  green  grass  is  from  one  to  two  inches 
high  with  plenty  of  moisture  to  keep  it  going  the  balance  of  the  fall. 
With  ordinary  spring  weather  next  season  we  will  have  one  of  the 
greatest  grass  years  we  could  hope  for.  ...  At  Baker  rainfall  ex¬ 
ceeded  anything  since  December  1891  ....  It  is  reported  that  grass 
(Poa  secunda)  is  three  inches  high  in  some  places  in  the  Baker  and 
Echo  Districts." 

*  *  R  R  *  * 


A  GOOD-SIZED  TARGET  ' 

Over  1,500,000  acres  are  involved  in  an  area  being  set  aside  in 
northwest  Utah  as  an  Army  bombing  range.  The  actual  withdrawal  of 
the  area  awaits  only  the  signing  of  an  order  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  A  large  percent  of  the  land  within  the  proposed  with¬ 
drawal  is  under  the  administration  of  the  Grazing  Service  in  Promon¬ 
tory  and  Bonneville  Grazing  Districts, 
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MRS.  IGT.mP.ABT  APPOINTS!)  AS  SECRETARY  TO  TH*i  DIRECTOR 

Mrs.  Ruth  Igleheart,  formerly  of  the  range  surveys  office  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Washington  office  to  fill 
the  position  vacated  last  July  by  Luella  Christensen  Kenney, 

The  feminine  ranks  of  the  Washington  office  got  together  at 
luncheon  to  welcome  Mrs.  Igleheart  "into  the  fold"  and  to  wish  her 
happiness  and  success  in  her  new  position. 

*  *  R  R  M 

HISTORY  OP  GRAZING 

We  are  glad  to  note  that  the  field  work  on  the  WPA  Writers'  Proj¬ 
ect  in  Nevada  on  the  History  of  Grazing  is  nearing  completion  and  that 
the  publication  is  being  assembled  by  the  local  office  of  the  V/orks 
Projects  Administration.  We'd  like  to  know  the  status  of  the  project 
in  other  regions. 

♦  *  R  R  ‘  * 

SPEAKING  before  persons  interested  in  land  classification  for  all 
of  its  uses  at  the  National  Conference  on  Land  Classification  at  the 
University  of  Missouri,  on  October  11,  Director  Rutledge  urged  the 
permanent  classification  of  lands  for  range  purposes  and  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  safeguards  against  breaking  into  that  classification  by  such 
things  as  mining  claims  whose  surface  use  is  valuable  for  grazing,  the 
allowance  of  submarginal  homesteads,  faulty  irrigation,  promotion 
schemes  and  hare-brained  agricultural  developments,  or  other  uses  which 
would  tend  to  break  down  the  stability  of  the  livestock  business  and 
the  proper  use  of  the  range  lands  and  adjunctive  ranch  lands. 

Copies  of  Director  Rutledge's  address  are  being  mimeographed  and 
will  be  distributed  to  field  officers  within  a  few  days. 

*  *  R  H  *  * 

The  man  who  does  not  need  a  boss  is  usually  selected  to  be  one! 

♦  *  R  R  M 

MORE  COUNTY  PAIR  EXHIBITS  WIN  AWARDS 


The  Grazing  Service  was  on  deck  at  the  Harney  County  Fair,  Oregon, 
with  an  exhibit  containing  miniatures,  photographs,  and  clay  models  of 
range  improvement  projects.  A  representative  was  on  hand  to  explain 
the  Grazing  Service  program  and  its  objectives.  In  addition,  several 
Grazing  Service  floats  were  entered  in  the  parade,  one  of  which  won 
second  prize. 
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COMMENTS  ABOUT  MR.  COYOTE 

Coyote  attacks  on  livestock  and  wildlife  in  the  western  range 
country  are  forever  the  concern.; of., livestock  operators  and  wildlife 
conservationists.  The  Grazing  Service  has  cooperated  -in  numerous 
projects  to  reduce  the  number  of  these  predators  on.  areas  within 
Federal  grazing  districts.'-  A  little  about. the  home  life  of  Mr.- 
Coyote  recently  appeared  in  The  Utah  Trail  published  by  the  Fish 
and-Wildlife  Service.  We  quote-; 

-  "Animals  classed  as  predators  are  those  that  conflict  with 
the  interests  of  man;  preying  upon  cattle,  sheep,  poultry, 
other  domestic  animals,  and  beneficial  forms  of  wildlife. 

The  most  detrimental  of  this  species,  demanding  control 
measures,  is  the  coyote, 

"In  the  western  States  these  animals  are  responsible  for 
the  destruction  of  great  numbers  of  livestock,  inflicting 
heavy  financial  losses, 

"Coyotes  adapt  themselves  to  every  kind  of  environment 
from  the  open  desert  lands  to  the  rough  foothill  country 
and  heavily  timbered  mountain  slopes.  They  are  particu¬ 
larly  active  at  night  but  may  also  be  seen  during  the  day¬ 
time  in  their  constant  search  for  food. 

"The  rapid  falsetto  barking  mixed  with  short  howls  has  the 
sound  effect  of  several  coyotes,  as  if  engaged  in  a  chorus. 
When  two  or  three  howl  together  the  effect  is  of  a  great 
number.  Coyotes  are  inquisitive,  bold,  and  possess  uncanny 
powers  of  self-preservation  in  the  face  of  unrelenting  war¬ 
fare  which  is  waged  against  them. 

"Coyotes  are  polygamous  in  their  breeding  habits;  breeding 
in  December,  January  or  February,  and  littering  about  nine 
weeks  later.  There  are  from  4  to  1?  pups,  averaging  about 
seven  in  this  State  (Utah.)  The  pups  are  full-grown  by  fall 
and  capable  of  killing  sheep  and  game  their  own  size  and  " 
larger.  Unfortunately  wanton  killing  is  a  vicious  habit  of 
this  scourge.  During  the  past  year  14,513  coyotes  have  been 
destroyed  by  trappers  in  our  Service  in  the  Utah  District." 

*  *  El*  * 


COYOTE  MIGRATION  studies  conducted  by  ^e  Fish  and  Wildlife  Serv¬ 
ice  show  that  these  animals  often  travel  many  miles  from  their  original 
homes.  Of  eight  coyotes  tagged,  four  were  recovered  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  point  of  release;  one  was  taken  ten  miles  away;  one,  55  miles;  one, 
100  miles;  and  one,  250  miles  away.1 

*  *  HR*  * 
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NEW  MEXICO  REPORTS 


"..... considerable  success  in  securing  agreements  as  to  the 
proper  carrying  capacity  of  allotments,  which  is  deemed  necessary 
before  term  permits  are  issued.  Under  the  system  devised  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Grazing  Service,  using  range  survey  data  as  a 
basis.,  investigates  the  range  in  company  with  the  user  and  through 
agreement  arrives  at  the  proper -carrying  capacity  of  the  unit. 

This  information  will  be  presented  to  the  advisory  boards  prior  to 
the  issuance  of  the  permits.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in 
many  instances  the  livestock  men  are  even  more  conservative  in  car¬ 
rying  capacity  estimates  bn  their  qwn  ranges  than  is  revealed  by 
our  range  survey  m'ethods. " 

*  *  R  R  *  * 

WHY  I.  AM  AN  AMERICAN? 

" . because  ours  is  the  only,  nation  where  a  reasonable  person 

has  still  a  reasonable  hope  of  being  able  to  contribute  to  that  no¬ 
blest  ideal  of  all  prayers  ever  spoken  by  a  great  prophet." 

— Hendrik  Van  Loon  in  speaking  of  Lincoln’s  Gettys¬ 
burg  address. 

*  *  is'*  *' 
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